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Reception in Kyoto of the Concept of “Art” Promoted
by the National Government in the Meiji Period:
Exhibitions, Antique Art Dealers and a "Museum" in Kyoto

YAMAMOTO Masako

Abstract:

This paper attempts to shed light on the activity of antique art dealers in Kyoto during the early Meiji period
and their reception of the concept of “Art,” which the national government at the time was promoting in Kyoto.
The research is based on newspaper articles and official documents of the time.

From 1871, an event known as the Kyoto Exhibition was held almost annually. It was a venue where
manufacturers and antique art dealers participated in screening and exhibiting items. However, antique art
dealers were driven out from the management of the Kyoto Exhibition in the wake of the National Industrial
Exhibitions (Naikoku Kangydo Hakurankai), which were designed under the influence of the concept of “Art”
sponsored by the national government. Consequently, art dealers established their own exhibition hall in Kyoto’s
Higashiyama area to sell and display their products. This paper focuses on the figure of Seisuke Ikeda, an art
dealer who ended up building his own "museum" in the Higashiyama area.

Along with Tkeda, many other Kyoto art dealers also seem not to have been able to effectively harmonize their

traditional concept of Japanese art with the newly developed concept of “Art” sponsored by the government.

Keywords: Meiji period, Kyoto, art dealer, exhibition, Higashiyama
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